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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A shim, comprising: 
a body portion: and 

an arm portion including arms defining a slot therebetween and having: 
a transverse extent: and 

a longitudinal ext ent longer than the transverse extent and extending 
longitudinally from the body portion, each arm having a wave shape, the shape 
and direction of the wave of each arm traveling afong the longitudinal extent, the 
arms being of a thickness and of a material that allows them to compress and 
elasticallv re turn substantially to their initial wave shape after a compressive 
force is removed 



Claim 2 (original): The shim according to in claim 1, which further comprises a tab 
attached to said body at a side opposite said wave-shaped extending arms. 

Claim 3 (original): The shim according to claim 2, wherein said tab is attached to said 
body via an area of reduced body material at a junction point between said tab and said 
body. 
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Claim 4 (original): The shim according to claim 2, wherein said tab has an edge, a first 
surface perpendicular to said edge, and a second surface opposite said first surface, 
said tab defining at least one groove extending from said edge of said tab in a direction 
toward a center region of said tab, and said groove being a complete void of material 
from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 5 (original): The shim according to claim 2, wherein said tab has a first surface 
and a second surface opposite said first surface, and said tab defines at least one 
through-hole running from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 6 (original): The shim according to claim 1, wherein at least one area of reduced 
body material exists al cunyspunding locations along each of said wave-shaped 
extending arms. 

Claim 7 (original): The shim according to claim 1, wherein said body is comprised of a 
single piece of material. 

Claim 8 (original): The shim according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said extending 
arms has an edge, a first surface perpendicular to said edge, and a second surface 
opposite said first surface, said at least one extending arm having at least one groove 
formed therein extending from said edge of said extending arm in a direction toward a 
center region of said extending arm, and said groove comprising a complete void of 
material from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 9 (original): The shim according to claim 1, wherein at least one of said extending 
arms has a first surface and a second surface opposite said first surface, and said 
extending arm is formed with at least one through-hole running from said first surface to 
said second surface. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A shim assembly comprising a plurality of bodies, each 
with: 

a body portion: and 
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an arm portion including arms defining a slot therebetween and having: 
a transverse extent; and 

a longitudinal extent longer than the transverse extent and extending 
longitudinall y from the body portion, each arm having a wave shape, the shape 
and direction of the wave of each arm traveling along the longitudinal extent, the 
arms being of a thickness and of a material that allows them to compress and 
elasticallv retu rn substantially to their initial wave shape after a compressive 
force is removed and 

*iOR~afl d formod w it h a slot d i viding the firct porta m-into 

into a gap dofinod by o ppo sing surfaces and hav i ng a d i m e nsion emaHe^frcw-a 

press ure on tho ou tfa ces of tho gap , wherein each of the said wave-shaped bodies are 
removably attached to at least one other one of the said wave-shaped bodies body. 



Claim 11 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 10, which further comprises 
a tab attached to each of said bodies at a side opposite said wave-shaped extending 
arms. 



Claim 12 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 11, wherein said tab is 
attached to said body via an area of reduced body material on each said body at a 
junction point between each said tab and each said body. 

Claim 13 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 11, wherein each of said 
tabs has an edge, a first surface perpendicular to said edge, and a second surface 
opposite said first surface, with each said tab defining at least one groove extending 
from said edge of said tab in a direction toward a center region of said tab, and said 
groove being a complete void of material from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 14 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 11, wherein each of said 
tabs has a first surface and a second surface opposite said first surface, and said tab 
defines at least one through-hole running from said first surface to said second surface. 
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Claim 15 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 10, wherein at least one area 
of reduced body material exists at corresponding locations along each of said wave- 
shaped extending arms. 

Claim 16 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 10, wherein at least one of 
said extending arms of each body has an edge, a first surface perpendicular to said 
edge, and a second surface opposite said first surface, with said extending arm defining 
at least one groove extending from said edge of said extending arm in a direction 
toward a center region of said extending arm, and said groove comprising a complete 
void of material from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 17 (original): The shim assembly according to claim 10, wherein at least one of 
said extending arms of each body has a first surface and a second surface opposite 
said first surface, and said extending arm defines at least one through-hole running 
from said first surface to said second surface. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): A method for shimming an element, which comprises 
the following steps: 

inserting at least one shim into a gap between[[J] and defined by[[,]J the element 
and an adjacent structure twe-elemeftte, the at least one shim including: 
a body portion: and 

an arm portion Including arms defining a slot there between and having: 
a transverse extent: and 

a longitudinal extent longer than the transverse extent and 
extending longitudinally from the body portion, each arm having a wave 
shape, the shape and direction of the wave of each arm traveling along 
the longitudinal extent the arms being of a thickness and of a material 
that allows them to compress and elasticallv return substantially to their 
initial wave shape after a compressive force is removed 
a~bo4y-wi th a first portion and a c ooond portion; and 
a s lo t d i viding th e first port i o n-o f tho body into a pair of oomproGc i b l o 
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Claim 19 (original): The method according to claim 18, which further comprises: 

fully inserting the shim between the two elements by utilizing a tab attached to 

the shim; and 

subsequently separating the tab from the shim. 

Claim 20 (original): The method according to claim 18, which further comprises 
removing a portion of the wave-shaped extending arms that extend from the gap 
between the two elements after the shim has been inserted. 

Claim 21 (previously amended): A method for aligning at least two elements, which 

comprises the following steps: 

inserting at least one shim into each of at least two different gaps defined by, at 

least two sets of elements, the shims including: 

a wave-shaped body with a slot dividing a portion of the body at an end 
thereof into a pair of wave-shaped extending arms, and a tab attached to the 
body at a side opposite the wave-shaped extending arms, the tab having an 
edge, a first surface perpendicular to the edge, and a second surface opposite 
the first surface, the tab defining at least one groove extending from the edge of 
the tab in a direction toward a center region of the tab, and the groove 
comprising a complete void of material from the first surface to the second 
surface; 

connecting a guide-line from the groove In a shim in a first of the at least two 
different gaps to a corresponding groove in a shim in a second of the at least two 
different gaps; and 

moving at least one of the elements to achieve alignment between the elements. 
Claim 22 (previously amended): A method for aligning at least two elements, which 
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comprises the following steps: 

inserting at least one shim into each of at least two different gaps defined by, at 

least two sets of elements, the shims including: 

a wave-shaped body with a slot dividing a portion of the body at an end 
thereof into a pair of wave-shaped extending arms, and a tab attached to the 
body at a side opposite the wave-shaped extending arms, with the tab having a 
first surface and a second surface opposite said first surface, and the tab 
defining at least one through-hole running from the first surface to the second 
surface; 

threading a guide-line through the hole in the tab of a shim in a first of the at 
least two different gaps to a corresponding hole in the tab of a shim in a second of the 
at least two different gaps; and 

moving at least one of the elements to achieve alignment between the elements. 

Claim 23 (previously amended): A method for aligning at least two elements, which 

comprises the following steps: 

inserting at least one shim into each of at least two different gaps defined by, at 

least two sets of elements, the shims including: 

a wave-shaped body with a slot dividing a portion of the body at an end 
thereof into a pair of wave-shaped extending arms having an edge, a first 
surface perpendicular to the edge, and a second surface opposite the first 
surface, with at least one of the extending arms having at least one groove 
formed therein extending from the edge of the extending arm in a direction 
toward a center region of the extending arm, and the groove comprising a 
complete void of material from the first surface to the second surface; 
connecting a guide-line from the groove in the at least one extending arm of a 

shim in a first of the at least two different gaps to a corresponding groove In the at least 

one extending arm of a shim in a second of the at least two different gaps; and 

moving at least one of the elements to achieve alignment between the elements. 

Claim 24 (previously amended): A method for aligning at least two elements, which 
comprises the following steps: 
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inserting at least one shim into each of at least two different gaps defined by, at 
least two sets of elements, the shims including: 

a wave-shaped body with a slot dividing a portion of the body at an end 
thereof into a pair of wave-shaped extending arms having a first surface and a 
second surface opposite said first surface, and at teast one of the extending 
arms defining at least one through-hole running from the first surface to the 
second surface; 

threading a guide-line through the hole in the at least one extending arm 
of a shim in a first of the at least two different gaps to a corresponding hole in the 
extending arm of a shim in a second of the at least two difforont gaps; and 

moving at least one of the elements to achieve alignment between the 
elements. 
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